At the point where the track splits take a footpath to the
right which heads uphill into the woods. Follow this path
past several timber marker posts to the top of the hill
ignoring all side paths. Continue along the track until a
waymarked fork is reached. At this point head downhill on
a narrow path on the right and continue along this
ignoring all other paths, crossing over the rail line(take
carel) and then the field to the main road.

e Cross the road (take care) and follow the footpath across the
field and up the hill, turning left at the top to reach a kissing
gate onto Church Lane. At the road turn left to go to West
Wycombe village or turn right to walk towards Saunderton.

Bradenham to Downley Common

The following notes describe the route from one
place to another so that you can link these together
to make your own circular walks, depending on how
far you want to go or the places you want to see.

Saunderton to Bradenham

Distance: 1'% miles, allow 30 - 50 minutes
Difficulty: No stiles or narrow gates. Gentle slopes.
Access: Suitable for pushchairs

® From Saunderton station walk left down to the road and
then turn left under the bridge and walk up to the main
road (there are bus stops here and the Golden Cross pub).

® Take care crossing the road and walk up Smalldean Lane. At

the entrance to Janssen-Cilag go up the grass verge on the
left and pass through gateposts and then follow a broad grass
path running parallel to Smalldean Lane on the left for about

Distance: 2 miles, allow 50 - 70 mins
Difficulty: No stiles or gates. Paths muddy in winter.
Gently uphill for "2 mile.

250m. Turn right and follow another broad grass path across °
the field, past a wood on your left to a gap in the hedge. Turn
left uphill on the field edge grass path for about 20m and
then right following a left hand hedge. Eventually a crossing
hedge is reached at which point turn left uphill for 20m and
then turn right downhill. Cross over the farm track and go
straight on, through two gates to the road in Bradenham
village (the Youth Hostel is on the left). Turn right to take the
route back to Saunderton or to the Red Lion pub or cross the
road to the church if going to West Wycombe or Downley.

Bradenham to Saunderton

Distance: 1'%, miles, allow 30-50 minutes
Access: Easy Access route. Or 2 stiles, 3 kissing gates, steep
uphill slope, then downhill.

From the church follow the wall past Bradenham Manor
until you reach the track and turn left uphill (still alongside
the wall) until the track splits. Take the right hand track
uphill for % mile. When it bends sharply to the right take
the path straight on into the woods.

e Continue ahead for just over '/, mile following the bridleway
until a main crossing bridleway is reached. Cross this onto the
footpath immediately opposite and follow this path towards
the edge of the common. Do NOT leave the wood and join the
road in front of the houses but follow the footpath as it bears
right and hugs the edge of the wood sometimes just inside and
sometimes just outside. After '[; mile with the path back in the
wood it joins a bridleway by a pond. Turn left on the bridleway
and follow it through the wood for '/, mile. Eventually leave
the woods at Downley cricket pitch.

e (To go to West Wycombe follow the road to the right,

around the bend and then take the bridleway on the right,

next to the flint house. - Then see Downley to West

Wycombe walk notes).

West Wycombe to Saunderton (& Bradenham)

Distance: 2' miles, allow 1- 1'%, hours

Difficulty: Steeply uphill to the church then flat or downhill.
1 Kissing gate and 1 stile (additional stile on short-cut). Paths
can be muddy after wet weather.

® Easy Access route - at the Red Lion pub turn right and walk
back along the main road to Saunderton station.

© Or cross the main road to the right of the pub, go through the
gate and take the footpath under the railway. Then cross a stile
to the right and follow a left hand hedge through into thin
woodland, uphill across a field and into woods, eventually
joining a tarmac lane at the top at Nobles Farm. Turn right here.
(Then see West Wycombe to Saunderton walk notes)

Bradenham to West Wycombe

Distance: 2 miles, allow 40-60 minutes

Difficulty: No stiles or narrow gates. Hight of steps. 2 uphill sections. * from West Wycombe take the lane uphill toward

St Lawrence's church.
® Take the first opening in the left hand hedge up the steps
to open grassland. Then take the footpath on the left uphill

® From the church follow the wall around Bradenham Manor
and turn left uphill (still alongside the wall) on a good track.
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towards the mausoleum. Go through the churchyard
turning right at the church out on to the car park. Head
towards some low wooden posts, just beyond which is a
track. Follow this past a house on the right into woodland.

e Follow the track through the woodland ignoring all side paths
and when the track splits take the right hand fork. Continue
for ’4 mile along the track through the wood passing through
a gate and eventually reaching a tarmac road at Nobles Farm.

* (To take the short route to Bradenham take the footpath
on the right alongside the wooden fence close to the farm
entrance, dropping downhill through woodland and fields,
then turn right and then left under the railway and take
care crossing the A4010 to the Red Lion pub)

® To continue to Saunderton carry on along the tarmac lane,
eventually downbhill crossing a stile to reach the road. Turn
right and walk along the road (take care) into Saunderton.

Downley Common to Hughenden Manor

Distance: Tmile, allow 20-30 minutes
Difficulty: 2 kissing gates. Mainly downhill but 2 short climbs.

e At the cricket pitch follow the road to the left and then
right at the T junction. (The Le De Spencers Arms Pub is to
the left). Follow the track past the houses and around the
bend. Past the house on the right take the footpath on the
right downhill into woods. At the gate turn left for 10m
then take the right hand path which eventually joins
another path. Turn left, then after 100m, when the path
bends to the left, go straight on over the chalk ditch.

e At the bottom of the hill go straight on over the track,
uphill. Then turn right following the path above the field
eventually into woods and to a broad track. Turn left uphill
to Hughenden Manor.

Hughenden Manor to Downley

Distance: 1 mile, allow 20-30 minutes
Difficulty: No stiles or gates. Uphill for "> mile.
Access: Suitable for pushchairs

® From the National Trust car park at Hughenden Manor,
follow the ‘entrance’ signs to House & Gardens. At the
entrance gate turn right along the estate road.

® When a wood is reached follow a bridleway downbhill
through the woods and then gently uphill between fields
and into another wood.

e Continue along the bridleway into the wood and after
about a "4 mile a junction with 5 paths is reached. Ignore
these paths and continue on up the bridleway before
emerging from the woods at the top where the bridleway
joins a tarmac road.

® Turn left at the road and almost immediately turn left onto
a path uphill across the common to join another road in
Downley village. At the road turn right past the pub, shop
and post office.

Downley to West Wycombe

Distance: 1'% miles, allow 25 -35 minutes
Difficulty: No stiles or gates. Downbhill.
Access: Suitable for pushchairs

e At the T junction near the Post Office cross the main road
and follow a footpath over 2 stiles and along a school
boundary fence to the school entrance gates. Turn right
just past here and follow the path until you reach tall
beech trees. Turn right downhill through the trees, following
the path downhill to the left. When the path joins the
bridleway carry on downhill to Cookshall Lane. Then follow the
lane to the left under the railway and down to the main road.
Cross the road taking care and at the roundabout follow the
road to the right into West Wycombe.

® (To make a circular route back to Hughenden, at the
bridleway turn right uphill and follow this to Downley
cricket pitch, turning left at the road).
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How to get to the start)

Walks are located north of High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire.

Walks can be started from West Wycombe, Saunderton,

Bradenham and Hughenden, all of which have good public
transport access. If you live nearby you can walk or cycle to
the start from parts of High Wycombe, Downley or Naphill.

By train: Saunderton station (un-manned) is on the line
between London Marylebone (45mins) and Birmingham Snow
Hill operated by Chiltern Railways. There are some great value
off peak fares when you travel with friends and family
including GroupSave where 3 or 4 travel for the price of 2. For
train times and fares call Chiltern Railways on 08456 005165
or www.chilternrailways.co.uk.

By bus: There are reqular services from High Wycombe to
West Wycombe, Bradenham, Saunderton and Hughenden. For
times call 0870 6082608 or www.traveline.org.uk.

By car: There are free car parks at West Wycombe and
Hughenden Manor. Or you can use a pub car park, but please
check with the pub staff.

Visitor information}

There are a number of places where you can get
refreshments/use toilets on the walks and there is

a shop in West Wycombe and Downley. Pubs usually serve
food lunchtimes (12-2) and evenings (after 6).

Hell Fire Caves Café West Wycombe (01494 533739)
Open weekends all year and week days March - Oct, 11-5.30
The George and Dragon West Wycombe (01494 464414)
The Swan West Wycombe (01494 527031)

West Wycombe Garden Centre Café (01494 438635)

The Golden Cross Saunderton (01494 562293)

The Plough West Wycombe (01494 538583)

The Red Lion Bradenham (01494 562212)

Le de Spencer Arms Downley Common (01494 535317)
The Bricklayers Arms Downley (01494 520597)
Hughenden Manor Tea Rooms (01494 755500)

Open Wed-Sun, from March - Dec.

For details of places to stay, attractions or other walks and
rides contact Wycombe Information Centre 01494 421892
or www.visitbuckinghamshire.org
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This is one of a series of walks in the Chilterns. It mainly
follows rights of way, which are way marked as follows:

D Footpaths (walkers only)

. Bridleways (horseriders, cyclists and walkers)
. Byways (open to all traffic)

. Restricted byways

Please be considerate in the countryside
® keep to paths and leave gates as you find them
® please keep dogs under close control

If you have enjoyed this walk, there are many other wonderful

walks in the Chilterns:

e V/isit www.chilternsaonb.org or call 01844 355504 for other
Chiltern Country Walks.

e Visit www.chilternsociety.org.uk or call 01494 771250 for
information on the Chiltern Society's walk programme, to
obtain Chiltern Society footpath maps or to join the Society.

e Visit www.bucksce.gov.uk for other walks in
Buckinghamshire.

The Chiltern Hills were designated as an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) in 1965. This is in recognition that
the Chiltern countryside is amongst the finest in England
and Wales. The Chilterns Conservation Board is the body
charged with protecting the AONB. Call 01844 355500

or www.chilternsaonb.org.

If you, or a member of your community, would
like this leaflet produced in another language or
format (large print or audio cassette), please
contact the Chilterns Conservation Board.

This leaflet could not have been
produced without the support of
the following organisations.

Chiltern Railways

WeHAY,, m
A\ :? %
T S ~Chiltern ')z T
Chllterns‘ M Socety S0Pl NATIONAL
CONSERVATION BOARD DISTRICT COUNCI We care for the Chilterns Hry o TRUST
www.wycombe.gov.uk www.bucksce.gov.uk

ww.chilternsaonb.org www.chilternsociety.org.uk  www.nationaltrust.org.uk

Photographs kindly provided by © Chilterns Conservation Board, National Trust
and Gerry Whitlow.
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Several Circular Walks
Shortest walk: 2'% miles, allow up to 1 hour
Longest walk: over 10 miles, allow up to 5 hours




